
 
June 23, 2015 
 
Member 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related 
Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
  
Re:   FY2016 Labor-Health and Human Services-Education, and Related 

Agencies Appropriations bill 
 
Dear Senator: 
 
On behalf of the 90,000 local school board members and the state school boards 
associations representing more than 49 million public school students throughout the 
nation, the National School Boards Association (NSBA) is writing to you regarding 
the FY2016 Labor-Health & Human Services-Education Appropriations bill.  Our 
local school boards must equip America’s students with the skills and knowledge 
necessary to compete in the 21st Century.  As the Senate works to modernize the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) to help students thrive in our 
global economy, we urge you to provide the maximum federal investments in Title I 
grants for disadvantaged students and special education.  Your maximum investments 
recognize that a high quality education for every student is a top priority for our 
nation.       
 
As the bill moves forward, NSBA strongly urges the Subcommittee to provide the highest possible funding allocations 
for Title I grants for disadvantaged students and grants under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  
Specifically, IDEA has been woefully underfunded for years and as a result, school districts have been forced to raise 
taxes and dip into general education budgets to make up the shortfalls created by rising special education 
expenditures in local communities.  NSBA supports a path toward full funding for IDEA.  The federal IDEA 
requirement has existed for almost 40 years, but has never been fully funded.  In FY2015, the federal government 
covered only 16 percent of the national average per pupil expenditure, rather than the 40 percent promised by 
Congress when IDEA was enacted in 1975.   
 
A FY2016 Labor-Health & Human Services-Education Appropriations bill that will enable our states and school 
systems to provide an education that improves student achievement and helps our children to thrive in our global 
economy, without making further cuts to curriculum, is essential.  Thank you for your consideration. We look 
forward to working with you as the FY2016 appropriations process moves forward to a full committee markup. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Thomas J. Gentzel  
Executive Director, NSBA 
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